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Have your say

Join the debate about Manchester’s
live scene at CityLife.co.uk

Kris Kristofferson

N this age of smoke and
mirrors — whereby the
artist almost becomes
side-lined by dazzling
lighting, enormous video
screens, backing singers
with voices to die for; ath-
letic dancers and pyrotechnics —
out steps 74-year-old singer
songwriter/actor Kris Kristof-
ferson on to the Bridgewater
Hall stage alone.

Armed with an acoustic gui-
tar, a harmonica and a pocket full
of heartfelt songs, he manages to
leave the lady in front of me in
tears on several occasions.

His vocal ability s, by his own
admission, not the best in the
world and he is a very static per-
former, but I am with the teary
eyed fan all the way, as Kristof-
ferson is a masterful storyteller
whose classic song Me and
Bobby McGee remains as time-
less as ever.

His ad-libs, protests, stories
from the past and references to
his family and friends add colour
to this man’s extraordinary life.

He has starred in movies
alongside the likes of Barbra
Streisand, Jane Fonda and
James Coburn you might expect

It’s just classic Kris
crossed with class
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the trappings of Tinsel Town.
But there is areason why Kris is
not dancing with Babs at Chelsea
Clinton’s wedding; this engaging
performer still has some fight
left and this comes across in
stunning songs such as Nobody
Wins.

George Bush probably sang this
to Dick Cheney as they took a

. shower together!

It's moments like this that
make you realise why Kris is
adored by UK audiences far
more than in the US.

His material covers disap-
pointment, heartache, injustice
and love and each one is deliv-

.ered to the audience minus sen-

great man simply bares his soul
with so much fragility, it feels like
it is the first time he has sung it.
Even more recent number, This
0ld Road, sounds like a classic
here.

During Moment Of Forever,
Kristofferson sings the line “Was
it wonderful for you?” Judging
by the standing ovation, I would
say it sure was.

The Fading Hum

TWO estranged brothers, a
kooky beekeeper, a farm in
transition, an empty beehive
and a dead father.

In The Fading Hum,
Charlotte Essex takes these
seemingly disparate ingredi-
ents and weaves them into a
more encompassing whole,
exploring death, guilt,
separation and environmental
disaster.

It’'s a big ask for a one hour
play, particularly for a new
writer, yet Essex pulls it off
with remarkable success.

It opens with city boy,
Robin (a very likeable Jack
Monaghan) returning to the
family farm where his older
brother Ted (a measured Jay
Taylor) still lives.

His visit coincides with the
disappearance of Ted’s bees
and he’s called the National
Beekeepers Society. Both
brothers are surprised when
the organisation sends out the
beautiful, yet mysterious,
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Melissa to help. Melissa
(convincingly played by
Antonia Kinlay) provides an
opportunity for the boys to
entertain. Over a few bottles
of wine, emotions bubble to
the surface and secrets are

*revealed.

It is a polished production.
Laura Keefe’s tight direction
and Essex’s sparkling dialogue
keep the show moving ata
good pace. And the young cast
carry the weight of the
emotions expressed surpris-
ingly wellin natural and
believable performances.

The play has already been
shortlisted for the Nick Darke
Award - aprizeto helpa
young writer finish a piece of
writing related to the environ-
ment. It raises some impor-
tantissues, yet remains
entertaining rather than
preachy and is never without
hope. Showcasing gems like
this is what our 24:7 festival is
all about and no doubt will
provide a springboard to a
wider audience soon.

Carmel Thomason

lolanthe
Buxton Opera House

THE Gilbert & Sullivan
Opera Company, which blazes
into brieflife each summer for
the International G&S
Festival at Buxton, offers the
best representation of the
‘traditional’ approach to the
Victorian operettas you are
likely to see anywhere.

And Alan Spencer’s
production of Tolanthe is right
in the middle of that tradition.

Not unaware of the way the
world has changed since 1882
— he lets the audience have

of the word ‘fairy’ applied to a

man and then gets on with it —
he eschews trendy modernisa-
tion, even when there’s the
open goal of a character who
enters Parliament as half-
Liberal and half-Conservative.

Well, almost: the first
mention of that idea certainly
got its applause, and I did hear
‘coalition’ mentioned once
later on. But it's the pure G&S
people want to see at Buxton,
and the visual jokes are
harmless and straight out of
topsy-turvy-dom. It’s totally
affectionate and as British as
can be.
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